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of the terms of this instrument the Emperor acknow-
ledged a new political entity, the Cisalpine Republic,
composed partly of that which had been Austrian
Lombardy, partly of the Papal Legations, and partly
of the western provinces of Venetia and the Swiss
territory of the Valtelline. It was the first demo-
cratic republic upon a large scale which Italy had
known.

The constitution of the Cisalpine Republic was
modelled upon that of the French Directory, yet
since it was no part of Bonaparte's design that the
new commonwealth should be independent of French
influence, he named its first directors, representatives,
and officials. The young general was no idealist,
and in the cynical destruction of the Venetian Re-
public had demonstrated to the world how little he
cared for political liberties. But finding an enthusi-
astic welcome among the radical idealists of the larger
towns, and carrying the commission of a democratic
republic, he chose to represent himself as the herald
of the republican idea and the creator of republican
States. No one, however, was more conscious of the
fact that these polities were unsupported by the
general mass of the people, or that the Italians were
as yet unfit for self-government. You cannot change
the pyschology of a people by a coup d'etat, or by
some quick process of political chemistry convert
an idle nobleman into a serious worker, or a
medical student into a full-blown statesman. The
letters of Napoleon to the Directors of Paris are
powdered with cynical gibes at the degenerate fibre
of the Lombards and Venetians. He wished his
government to understand that stable polities are not
based upon the transient excitement of the Piazza,